APPENDIX VH
[Extracts from Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel's public speeches.]

(A)

[From a speech at Chowpati, Bombay, on August 2, 1942.]
The war was coming nearer India and the fall of Malaya,
Singapore and Burma which were lost led India to consider all
possible steps to prevent a similar fate.

Gandhiji and the Congress thought that such a situation
could be avoided, if only the British left the country. Public
sympathy and co-operation was necessary to keep the enemy
away. If the British left the country, the people could be galva-
nized and could be made to fight inv the same manner as the
Russians and the Chinese.

It was also Gandhiji's belief that as long as an imperialist
power remained it could also act as a temptation to another
imperialist power to covet this land, and in this vortex of impe-
rialist ambitions, war would extend and continue. The only way
to stop this was to end the imperialist regime.

The Congress did not desire anarchy or the defeat of the
British power. But they found themselves helpless. The curtain
had to be rung down before further harm could be done. If the
independence of the country was secured, then the Congress
would have achieved its goal. It was prepared to give a pledge
now that the Congress organization would be disbanded, if that
purpose was fulfilled.

(Bombay Chronicle, August 3, 1942)
(B)
[Prom a speech at Surat.]
Let Britain only transfer power to Indian hands whether
it is to the Muslim League or any other party and the Congress
is prepared to dissolve itself, declared Sardar Patel, addressing
a public meeting here (Surat). The Sardar added that the
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